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MALAYSIA'S National Higher
EducationStrategicPlan target-
edthreeresearchuniversitiesto
be amongthe top 100 world-.
classuniversities.A world-class
university epitomises eJKel-
lence,providesa preeminence
of educationalopportunityfor
aspiringstudentsanddrivesthe
nation towardsa high-quality
knowledge-society,growthand
economicprosperity.
Academic freedom and au-
tonomyprovidetheuniversities
and the academiccommunity
the freedom of inquiry,. re-
search, teaching and expres-
sion; the vital ingredientsto
performtheirprofessionalobli-
gations,maintainstandardsand
developa knowledgeculture.
DeputyMinisterof HigherEdu-
cationDatuk SaifuddinAbdul-
lah pointedout thatMalaysian
universitiesare devoidof most
of thesecrucial ingredientsto
becomeworld-classinstitutions
(711eMalayMail, Feb6, 2012).
In practicethougha gapexists
betweentheidealsof academic
freedom and autonomy, they
still provideuniversitiesa secu-
lar andvibrantsocia]space.
Autonomyempowersresearch
universitiestoefficientlyandef-
fectivelyutilise their resources
to drive for excellencethrough
the infusion of outstanding
scholar-leaders,academicsand
studentsfrom acrosstheglobe.
Johns Hopkins Universitywas
founded"witha missionof sup-
portingtheworld'sgreatschol-
ars in their effortsto advance
knowledgefor the betterment
of mankind".
Autonomyhasnot madeuni-
versitiesoblivious to the on-
goingand ever-endingchanges
in ~e outside world. They
have respondedto them with
responsibility.Their continu-
ing researchand teaching in
agriculture,sciences,engineer-
ing, medicine,technology,eco-
nomics,humanitiesand social
sciences,arts and music are
converted into diverse forms,
of newknowledge,cultureand
skills for the developmentand
pro~perityoftheircountriesand
theglobaleconomy.
Toachievehigh-incomestatus, Malayaranked156,while way
Malaysia's. research universi- down were Universiti Sains
tieshaveto innovate,integrate, Malaysia, the country's first
transmitand apply knowledge Apex (Accelerated Program
to drive competition,growth of Excellence)University326,
and prosperity. The former UniversitiKebangsaanMalaysia
presidentof HarvardDerekBok 261 and UniversitiPutra Ma-
in his seminalbook Universities laysia360.In theARWU Asian
in theMarketPlace points out rankingnine of thefifteenpub-.
that lmiversitiesare tlle main lic universitiesdIopped back
sourceof highlytrainedspecial- comparedto 2011.In thelatest
ists,expertknowledgeandsci- TIIE-QS World Rankings, no
entific advancefor the growth Malaysian university featured
and prosperityof nations.Do in thetop100.
Malaysia'sresearchuniversities The New Economic Policy
havethekeyingredientstopro- (NEP) introducedin 1971 fol-
pelthecountryfromitsmiddle- lowed by the Universitiesand
. income trap to .an advanced UniversityCollegesAct (UVCA)
knowledge-economyand high- andtheConstitutional(Amend-
.incomenationby 2020? ment)Bill tookunilateralpoliti-
The leadingrankingexercises cal controlof Malaysia'shigher
of universities fue Shanghai educationpolicy, its develop-
Jiao TongAcademicRankingof mentandoutcome.The system
WorldUniversities(ARWU) and was underpinnedby an affir-
theTimesQS World University mative a~tionpplicy directed
Ranking (TIIE-QS), although to produce and increasingly
arguablycontroversialin their supply burniputera graduates
methodologies,haveyetgained to restructuretheidentification
considerable international le- of racewith economicfunction
gitimacy. Ranking has made ..2,Ildtomeettheperceivedneeds
universitiesmore transparent,.•..of .the country's public and
accountableand open to offi- private sector ·Of manpower.
cial and public scrutiny.In the To facilitate the implementa-
ARWU in 2012, fue Universiti tion andexecutionof thestate
directedpoliciesthe LU1iversity
leadershipwasentrustedin po-
litically acceptablecandidates.
Studentadmissionwaschanged
from a meritocraticand need-
basedsystemto an ethnicand
quota-basedsystem.The poli-
cies synchronisedand steered
the universitiesas servantsof
thestate..
With limited autonomy six
havebeen'upgradedasresearch
universities.The notion being
freedomfrom statecontrolwill
enablethemto becomecentres
of excellencewithin a given
time-frame.
ProfessorWan Abdul Manan
fr6m UniversitiSainsMalaysia
in a paper The MalaysianNa-
tional HigherEducationAction
Plan: RedefiningAutono111Yand
Academic Freedomunder the
APEXExperimentpointsoutthat
tlle government'sconcept of
autonomygrantedto the Apex,
Universitiesas 'moot". He says
governanceis vestedin theuni-
versitY'sBoardof Directorsand
thevice-chancelloris appointed
at their behest This he_says
makesa mockeryof university.
autonomyas autonomyshould
be within' tl-je sphere of the
academic cOlnmlU1ity.Even
a quasi-utopian autonomous
space without political con-
straintsand pressure,can spur
positive thinking among the
concerned academic commu-
nity and enhancethe delivery
of vital ingredientsto createa
knowledgeculture.
To support researchand in-
'novation,universitieshave to
haveacriticalsizebutnotavast
numberofworld-renownedand
well-trained faculty, state-of-
the-artfacilities,liberalfunding
and contihuouspool of blight
andtalentedstudents.Research
universities are expensiveto
lUll and maintainand no gov-
ernmentcanaffordto equipall
universities1'Jitll state-of-alt
facilitiesnor replenishthemto
keeppacewith therapidchang-
es in scienceand technology.
Otherwise,tile universitieswill
betrappedin low-techtead1ing
and researchin a fast moving
high-techworld.
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